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a free personal video recorder for Linux



Basic Info

• Started in April 2002

• Version .17 released February 11th 2005

• Linux, MacOSX (frontend only)

• HDTV Support

• Firewire Capture



Features

• ‘Live TV’, pause, rewind, fast forward TV

• Scheduled recording of TV programs

• Multiple tuner cards

• Distributed architecture

• Software or Hardware based compression



Features
• Automatic commercial detection / skipping

• Automatic downloading of programming

• Themable Menu’s

• Picture in Picture (w/ multiple tuner cards)

• Web interface

• Audio library



Features
• MAME frontend ( video games )

• Image Viewer

• Weather Module

• Video player module (DiVX, etc)

• DVD Player/Ripper module

• RSS News reader Module



Architecture

• Separate recording and playback

• Multiple recording and/or playback

• MySQL used to store program/recording 
information

• Uses NuppelVideo encoding



Hardware

• Fastest CPU Possible

• Big Hard Drive(s)

• TV Tuner card

• PC running Linux



My Specs

• Dual P3 800MHz

• 256MB Ram

• WinTV PVR-350

• 200GB Western Digital 8MB cache



Tuner Cards
• Frame Grabbers (WinTV Go, ATI TV 

Wonder) 
basically anything supported by Video 4 
Linux

• Hardware Encoding/Decoding (WinTV PVR
-250/350, Matrox G200)
provide hardware (en/de)coding on the 
card



Installation
• Hard, Easier, Easiest

• Build from Source, lots of dependancies.

• Packages for most distributions, Debian, 
Fedora

• KnoppMyth is the easiest, takes about an 
hour, some mistakes in the documentation, 
so expect to run through it at least twice.



KnoppMyth
• Based on Knoppix which is based on 

Debian

• Bootable CD,  can be used as a diskless 
frontend.

• Documentation is sparse

• Not ideal for backend only machines



Screenshots





































Demo



Questions?



Links

MythTV - http://www.mythtv.org
KnoppMyth - http://mysettopbox.tv

Presentation - 
http://www.wallbridge.net/MythTV.pdf



Thanks


